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T+12 Post-Ceasefire Assessment

Escalation Risk Assessment under Framework v7.0

Abu Dhabi | 8 April 2026 | 16:00 GST | Day 40 of the conflict
Ceasefire announced 14 hours ago. Iranian attacks on the UAE ongoing.

KEY FINDING: The ceasefire does not cover the Iran-Gulf axis operationally. 17 ballistic missiles and 35
drones intercepted by UAE today.

Executive Summary

Resulting level: B (Prepare), upper boundary. Returned from mid-range.

Fourteen hours after the ceasefire announcement, the UAE Ministry of Defence reports intercepting 17 ballistic
missiles and 35 drones from Iran today. Debris from a successful interception caused fires and injuries at the
Habshan gas complex in Abu Dhabi, the country’s largest gas processing facility. Al Jazeera confirms attacks on
the UAE, Kuwait, and Bahrain under the headline “UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain report attacks despite Iran-US ceasefire.”
This is not a residual kill-chain effect. This is a continued campaign, 14 hours after both sides formally accepted
a ceasefire.

Simultaneously, the first positive signal has emerged: MarineTraffic reports early vessel movements in the Strait
of Hormuz. This is the first observable evidence that the Hormuz component of the ceasefire may be taking effect.
The diplomatic track is intact: Pakistan confirmed Friday talks in Islamabad. Iraq’s Iran-backed militias
announced a two-week operational suspension.

The framework’s assessment: the ceasefire exists on the US-Iran bilateral axis and is beginning to produce
observable effects on Hormuz. But it does not exist operationally on the Iran-Gulf axis. The 48-hour observation
window for Condition 1 (no Iranian attacks on the UAE) cannot start. The attacks are ongoing. Level B returns
to its upper boundary.

Key Developments Since 10:00 GST

Continued attacks on the UAE (negative)

Khaleej Times reports the UAE intercepted 17 ballistic missiles and 35 drones on 8 April after the ceasefire
announcement. At the Habshan gas complex in Abu Dhabi, debris from a successful interception caused fires and
injured two Emiratis and one Indian national. This is the second incident at Habshan in recent days; the facility
suffered “significant damage” on 3 April when one Egyptian national was killed.

Al Jazeera reports that Bahrain’s Interior Ministry confirmed attacks injuring two people and causing a fire at
energy facilities on Sitra Island. Kuwait also reported attacks. The attacks are confirmed by multiple international
outlets (CNBC, Al Jazeera, Military.com, PBS, Khaleej Times).

Hormuz vessel movements (positive)

MarineTraffic, the maritime tracking service, reported early signs of vessel activity in the Strait of Hormuz
following the ceasefire announcement. This is significant: it is the first observable, non-declaratory evidence that
the Hormuz component of the ceasefire may be taking effect. However, Iran’s formulation (“safe passage via
coordination with Iran’s Armed Forces”) means this is managed traffic, not free passage. Iran and Oman
reportedly plan to charge transit fees. The Strait is reopening under Iranian control, not returning to its pre-war
state.
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Iran’s SNSC statement (concerning)

Iran’s Supreme National Security Council issued a statement that included: “This does not signify the
termination of the war. Our hands remain upon the trigger, and should the slightest error be committed
by the enemy, it shall be met with full force.” This is not ceasefire language. This is deterrence language. Iran
is explicitly preserving the option to resume full operations at any moment.

The warlord question (analytical, significant)

PBS reports that “throughout the war, Iran’s paramilitary Revolutionary Guard has called the shots in all
decisions. Individual commanders have made decisions on what to strike and when, with the nation’s political
leadership sidelined.” This externally validates the decentralisation hypothesis discussed in earlier analysis. The
analytical question is whether the SNSC can enforce the ceasefire on IRGC field units, particularly those operating
in the Gulf coastal region.

Three interpretations of the continued Gulf attacks remain plausible. First: the commandketen has not yet
propagated fully (kill-chain delay). This becomes less credible with each passing hour beyond the 90-minute
baseline established last night. Second: the attacks are deliberate policy, maintaining pressure on Gulf states as
negotiating leverage for the Islamabad talks. Third: individual IRGC commanders are operating with delegated
authority and are ignoring or reinterpreting the ceasefire order. All three interpretations lead to the same
framework conclusion: the ceasefire does not protect this location.

Diplomatic track (intact)
e Pakistan confirmed Islamabad talks for Friday 10 April.
¢ Trump claims China helped push Iran toward the ceasefire.
¢ Islamic Resistance in Iraq (Iran-backed umbrella group) announced two-week operational pause.
¢ International reaction cautiously positive: UN, Australia, Japan call for compliance.

¢  Trump claims “total and complete victory” and says Iran’s uranium will be “perfectly taken care of.” No
mechanism described.

Abu Dhabi internal measures

Abu Dhabi authorities detained 375 people for filming sites and spreading misinformation. This signals both the
sensitivity of the security situation and the government’s intent to control the narrative. It also means that
independent verification of events on the ground is restricted.
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Layer Assessment

Layer 0: Exit-cost profile

High. Standing default. Correctly maintained. One partner holds a senior, trust-based position in Abu Dhabi’s
financial sector. The income position at stake is substantial. The ceasefire reinforces the High classification:
voluntary departure during a ceasefire, when the professional environment is normalising, carries greater
reputational cost than departure under active fire. The framework raises the evidentiary threshold for voluntary
departure below Level C. It never overrides Level C or D.

Layer 1: Structural preconditions

“ Indicator Score Trend ‘ Assessment

1 Conventional impasse Frozen The ceasefire freezes the impasse. Neither side achieved a
YES breakthrough. Hormuz is reopening under Iranian control,
not freely. The impasse is paused, not resolved.

2 Political exit closed Improving  Islamabad talks Friday. Trump framed ceasefire as victory. A
WATCH political exit pathway is visible for the first time. But Iran’s
SNSC says “this does not signify the termination of the war.”

3 Deal structure Improving  Named venue (Islamabad), date (Friday), delegation leader
(Vance). But Iran’s 10-point demands (US withdrawal,
WATCH sanctions relief, Hormuz control) remain structurally
incompatible with US positions. Hormuz transit fees being
imposed during ceasefire create new facts on the ground.

4 No different result VES Unchanged Ceasefire produced by diplomatic pressure, not military
result. Underlying stalemate persists.

5 Iran capacity intact Confirmed 17 ballistic missiles + 35 drones intercepted by UAE today, 14
hours after ceasefire. Habshan gas complex hit again. Kill

YES chain fully operational. PBS confirms IRGC commanders
operate with independent authority.
6 US combat fatalities NO Unchanged 14 confirmed. Threshold not met.

Layer 2: Institutional brakes

Brake Status Evidence

Congress 25th Amendment pressure continues. House Democrats courting Republicans for
war powers vote. Ceasefire reduces immediate urgency but political scrutiny of
Trump’s war authority persists. Vance elevation to Islamabad lead is an internal
power signal.

DEGRADED

Pentagon Ceasefire order followed. US offensive operations ceased. Pentagon executing de-
DEGRADED escalation. But no institutional pushback visible against continued Israeli
operations in Lebanon.

Facilitators Pakistan produced ceasefire. Islamabad talks confirmed. China reportedly helped
push Iran. Egypt, Turkey involved. Functional channel. But Iran’s SNSC says “this
does not signify the termination of the war.” The channel is producing process,
not yet results.

DEGRADED

Coalition International reaction cautiously positive. No ally imposing constraint. Israel
DEGRADED excluded Lebanon. Qatar and Kuwait urge Iran to cease all hostilities. Coalition is
reactive, not proactive.

Layer 2 summary: 0 Failed, 4 Degraded. Unchanged from 10:00 GST. The brakes are not improving further
despite the ceasefire, because the ceasefire is not holding on the ground.

Layer 3: Threshold events
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3a. Nuclear-adjacent Still within 72-hour window but losing force. No new escalatory rhetoric. Trump
rhetoric DECAYING  ohifted to victory claims.

3b. Explicit nuclear NO Never fired.

Fresh insider UAE MoD issued active interception statement at 13:54 GST. Habshan gas
warnings ACTIVE complex hit. 17 ballistic missiles + 35 drones today. These are not residual. This

is ongoing kinetic activity in UAE, 14 hours post-ceasefire.

Pre-Trigger maintained. No new Bushehr strikes. Ceasefire should reduce this
risk if it holds.

Nuclear facility AMBER

Pattern break The positive pattern break identified this morning has reversed. Attacks
NEGATIVE resumed/continued through the afternoon. The ceasefire has NOT produced a
cessation of hostilities on the Iran-Gulf axis.

8a. Institutional exits Hormuz showing first vessel movements (positive). But UAE MoD issuing active
MIXED interception statements (negative). Abu Dhabi detaining people for filming
(tightening). Netherlands maintains orange advisory. Net: mixed.

Layer 4: Kahn placement

Current: Rung 15 (Barely Controlled Ceasefire). The bilateral US-Iran ceasefire exists. Hormuz is showing
early signs of reopening. But the Iran-Gulf axis remains at Rung 16-17: active missile and drone attacks on Gulf
energy infrastructure, 14 hours after a ceasefire was announced. The crisis is split between two rungs depending
on which axis you measure.

The Central Question: Does the Ceasefire Hold on the Ground?

This assessment must confront the question directly. As of 16:00 GST, 14 hours after the ceasefire:

¢ On the US-Iran axis: the ceasefire appears to be holding. US offensive operations have ceased. No new
US or Israeli strikes on Iran reported today. Iran’s SNSC accepted the ceasefire. Diplomatic track is
active.

¢ On the Iran-Gulf axis: the ceasefire is not holding. 17 ballistic missiles and 35 drones were
intercepted by the UAE today. Habshan gas complex hit. Bahrain, Kuwait also attacked. This is
confirmed by multiple international sources.

¢ On the Hormuz axis: early positive signals. First vessel movements observed by MarineTraffic. But
Iran controls passage and is imposing fees.

The framework’s evidence discipline requires scoring based on observable facts. The observable fact is: missiles
are still being fired at Abu Dhabi’s energy infrastructure today. The ceasefire announcement has not changed
that. Whether this is kill-chain delay, deliberate policy, or IRGC insubordination is analytically interesting but
operationally irrelevant for the safety assessment. The missiles are real regardless of the reason.

Command authority question. PBS reports IRGC “individual commanders have made decisions on what to strike and
when, with the nation’s political leadership sidelined.” The systematic elimination of [ranian military leadership by the US
and Israel may have produced a fragmented command structure in which the SNSC cannot enforce a ceasefire on all
operational units. If this is the case, the ceasefire is an agreement between entities that do not fully control the forces
creating the threat. This is the most dangerous interpretation: not that the ceasefire is dishonest, but that it is sincere and
insufficient.

Decision Matrix

Level: B (Prepare), upper boundary. Confidence: High.

Returned from mid-range. The 10:00 GST downgrade to mid-range was based on the ceasefire announcement
and the initial cessation of hostilities. The 16:00 GST data shows that the cessation was partial. The Iran-Gulf axis
is still active. Level B upper boundary is the correct position.

48-hour observation window: status
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Condition 1 (no Iranian attacks on UAE for 48 hours): FAILING. 17 ballistic missiles + 35 drones
today. Habshan hit. The clock cannot start.

Condition 2 (Hormuz ship traffic): EARLY POSITIVE. MarineTraffic reports first vessel movements.
Monitoring continues.

Condition 3 (Islamabad talks): PENDING. Confirmed for Friday. Not yet started.

Revised decision point

The original decision point was Thursday 10 April 08:00 GST. Given that Condition 1 is failing, the decision point

shifts:

If Gulf attacks stop by tonight (8 April 20:00 GST): the 48-hour clock starts. Decision point becomes
Saturday 10 April 20:00 GST.

If Gulf attacks continue tomorrow: the 48-hour clock cannot start. Maintain Level B upper
boundary. Reassess the departure option for the weekend.

If a MOI alert is received: execute shelter protocol. Reassess for Level C based on circumstances.

Actions

Maintain all Level B preparations. Go-bags packed. Passports accessible. Vehicles fuelled.
Contact Andrea and Huda. Confirm the contingency route remains available this week.
Hold existing flight bookings. Do not release them.

Monitor: UAE MoD updates every 2 hours. Hormuz vessel tracking (MarineTraffic). News on
[slamabad talks confirmation. Any MOI alerts.

Next full assessment: tomorrow 08:00 GST, or immediately if a MOI alert is received.
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Assessment Record

Field Entry

Date / time 8 April 2026 / 16:00 GST (T+12 post-ceasefire)

Layer 0 High (standing default).

Layer 1 1Y (Med, frozen); 2 Watch (improving); 3 Watch (improving); 4 Y (Med); 5 Y (High, 17
BM + 35 drones today); 6 N (High)

Layer 2 Congress: Degraded. Pentagon: Degraded. Facilitators: Degraded. Coalition: Degraded.
OK: 0. Failed: 0.

Layer 3 3a: Decaying. 3b: N. Fresh insider warnings: Active (UAE MoD interception statement,
Habshan debris). Nuclear: Amber. Pattern break: Negative (attacks resumed). 8a:
Mixed (Hormuz positive, UAE negative).

Kahn Bilateral: Rung 15. Iran-Gulf: Rung 16-17. Split assessment.

Change since 10:00 17 BM + 35 drones intercepted by UAE (negative). Habshan hit again (negative). Al
Jazeera confirms Gulf-wide attacks despite ceasefire (negative). Hormuz first vessel
movements (positive). Islamabad talks confirmed (positive). Iran SNSC: “this does not
signify termination of war” (concerning). 375 detained in Abu Dhabi for filming
(context). PBS validates warlord hypothesis (analytical).

Resulting level B (Prepare), upper boundary. Returned from mid-range. 48-hour Condition 1
failing.

Decision point Shifted. If Gulf attacks stop by tonight: 48h clock starts, decision Saturday 20:00 GST. If
attacks continue tomorrow: maintain B upper, reassess weekend departure.

Notes The ceasefire is real on the bilateral axis and beginning to show on Hormuz. It is not
real on the Iran-Gulf axis. Seventeen ballistic missiles and thirty-five drones is not a
residual effect. It is a campaign. The framework scores what it observes. It observes
missiles. Level B, upper boundary.

Sources

Reporting accessed between 13:30 and 16:00 GST on 8 April 2026:

CNN live updates (8 April): ceasefire reactions, Trump victory claims, uranium, Lebanon exclusion,
China role

Al Jazeera: “UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain report attacks despite Iran-US ceasefire” (8 April)

Khaleej Times live updates (8 April): 17 BM + 35 drones intercepted, Habshan debris, Hormuz vessel
movements via MarineTraffic

CNBC: “Gulf countries scramble to intercept missiles hours into ceasefire” (8 April)
Military.com: ceasefire details unclear, Habshan fire, continued attacks (8 April)

PBS NewsHour: IRGC independent command authority, ceasefire timing ambiguity (8 April)
Business Upturn: ceasefire violation analysis, three explanations for continued attacks
Wikipedia: 2026 Iranian strikes on UAE (updated 8 April)

UAE Ministry of Defence social media (13:54 GST): active interception statement

Abu Dhabi Media Office (via UAE Forsan): Habshan gas complex debris incident

Iran SNSC statement: “Our hands remain upon the trigger”

Outdoor Connect Escalation Risk Assessment Framework v7.0

Analytical Foundations

Herman Kahn, On Escalation (1965). Split-rung assessment: different axes at different rungs.
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¢  Thomas Schelling, Arms and Influence (1966). Ceasefire as focal point; the problem of enforcement
with fragmented actors.

¢ Reinout Schotman, What the War Produces (Gulf Series Essay 7). Assets without control points
produce activity, not order.

e Reinout Schotman, The De-Escalation Paradox (Gulf Series Essay 10). De-escalation is structurally
harder than continuation.

Final note. A ceasefire that does not stop the missiles is not a ceasefire. It is a press release. The framework does
not score press releases. It scores missiles. Seventeen ballistic missiles and thirty-five drones hit the UAE’s air
defence envelope today. Until that number is zero for 48 consecutive hours, the level stays where it is. The
discipline is to measure what is observable and to resist the temptation to score the hope instead of the evidence.
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